LOSS OF A SPOUSE SERIES

FINANCIAL WORRIES
AFTER SPOUSAL LOSS

When Practical Concerns Add to the Weight of Grief
Stress | Support | One Step at a Time | Hope

Financial concerns after the loss of a spouse can add another
layer of stress to an already overwhelming time. You may be
facing new responsibilities, unfamiliar paperwork, or decisions
you once handled together. Feeling anxious or unsure does not
mean you are failing. It means you are carrying a lot.

You deserve patience, clear information, and trustworthy support.

One small practical step can be enough for today.

WHY WORRIES
1 FEEL SO HEAVY

o Grief can make
concentration and
decisions harder.

e Financial concerns may
feel urgent and unfamiliar.

e You may miss the person
who once shared these
tasks.

e Feeling overwhelmed is
understandable.

TAKING ONE
5 STEP AT A TIME

e Choose one manageable
task for today.

e Write down questions as
they arise.

e Keep papers in one simple,
safe place.

e Let yourself take breaks
when you need them.

NEW

2  RESPONSIBILITIES

e Paperwork, bills, and
accounts can feel
confusing.

e You may be learning tasks
your spouse handled.

o There may be many details
to track at once.

e Itis okay to move one item

at a time.
°
FINDING
6 TRUSTED
SUPPORT

e Bring a trusted person
along when support would
help.

e Ask questions until
information feels clear.

e Seek qualified financial,
legal, or tax guidance for
your situation.

e You deserve support you
can trust.

THE EMOTIONS
3 BENEATH THE
WORRY

e Money concerns can bring
fear, anger, or exhaustion.

e You may feel guilty about
choices or spending.

e Practical tasks can trigger
waves of grief.

e Your emotions deserve
compassion too.

PROTECTING
7 YOUR PEACE

o Give yourself space before
making decisions when
possible.

o Be cautious about
pressure or rushed
choices.

o Ask for time to consider
what you are hearing.

e Your wellbeing matters in
practical decisions too.

You do not have to
understand everything
at once. Ask for help

when you need it.

4

BE GENTLE
4  WITH YOURSELF

There is no “should” in
grief.

Pause when you feel
mentally overloaded.
Rest when your heart and
body need it.

You do not have to solve
everything alone.

HOPE &
8 coNFIDENCE

You do not have to know
everything today.

Small steps can build
confidence over time.
Support can make
unfamiliar tasks feel less
lonely.

You are capable of
learning what you need.

A GENTLE REMINDER

You can take practical stepswith care, support, and compassion for yourself.
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