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I'T WASN'T JUST A PREGNANCY
I'T WASMY BABY

Understanding the grief of miscarriage

Miscarriage is often described as “ losing a pregnancy.” For many women and families, those words do not come close
to describing what has happened. Y ou may not feel that you lost a pregnancy. Y ou lost your baby - a child who was
already loved, imagined, hoped for, and part of your future.

Love Can Begin Long Before Birth

A bond with a baby does not begin at a particular week of pregnancy. It may begin with a positive pregnancy test, the
first ultrasound, hearing a heartbeat, choosing a name, imagining who your baby might become, or simply realizing
that another life has become part of your family. Even when a pregnancy ends very early, the love and meaning
attached to that baby can already be profound.

When Others See a Pregnancy, but You See Your Child

People may say, “ At least it was early,” “ You cantry again,” or “ It just wasn't meant to be.” They may intend to
comfort you, but those words can make grief feel invisible. Another pregnancy would never replace this baby. The
length of your baby's life does not determine the importance of that life or the depth of your grief.

A Loss That May Have No Public Ritual

Depending on the circumstances of the miscarriage, there may be no funeral, burial, visitation, obituary, or gathering
where other people publicly acknowledge that a baby has died. Some parents may have very few tangible memories to
hold. Without those familiar rituals, the outside world may move on quickly while you are |eft carrying avery real
bereavement that others cannot see.

GENTLE REMINDER
Y ou are allowed to call your baby your baby. Y ou are alowed to grieve your child. Y ou do not need anyone else's
permission to recognize how significant thislossis.

Your Body May Be Grieving Too

Miscarriage is emotional, but it is also physical. Y ou may experience bleeding, cramping, pain, exhaustion, hormonal
changes, medical procedures, follow-up appointments, or the difficult experience of waiting for your body to complete
the miscarriage. Y our body may still feel pregnant for atime even though you know your baby has died. That
disconnect can be deeply painful. Follow the guidance of your medical team and contact them if you are concerned
about your physical recovery.
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IT WASN'T JUST A PREGNANCY - IT WAS MY BABY
Grieving the Future You Had Already Begun to Imagine

Y ou may grieve the due date, the nursery you pictured, the announcement you planned, the first time you expected to
hold your baby, holidays, birthdays, first steps, school days, and a lifetime of moments that will never happen in the
way you imagined. Sometimes these secondary 10sses become clearer with time. A due date may arrive. A friend may
give birth. Another pregnancy may bring both hope and fear. Each experience can reveal another part of what was lost.

When Babies and Preghancies Seem to Be Everywhere

After miscarriage, reminders can appear without warning: pregnant women, baby showers, ultrasound photographs,
newborn announcements, baby aisles, or conversations about children. Y ou may genuinely care about someone else's
happiness and still feel devastated by what it reminds you of. Those feelings can exist together. Protecting yoursel f
from some situations for a while does not mean you are selfish or unkind.

There Is No Required Timeline for This Grief

Some women feel an immediate, overwhelming grief. Others feel numb at first and experience the weight of the loss
later. Partners may grieve differently from one another. Family members may not fully understand. Thereisno
timetable that determines when you should feel better, and there is no gestational age that determines whether your
grief isvalid.

Say Your Baby's Name Create a Place for Memory

If your baby had a name, you may want to useit. If therewasno A memory box, ultrasound photograph, letter, candle,

name, you can still speak of your baby in whatever way feels ornament, piece of jewelry, planted flower, or other keepsake
right to you. Naming the relationship can help affirm that this can give your love atangible place to rest.

life mattered.

Mark Meaningful Dates Ask for the Support You Need

The expected due date, the date of the miscarriage, Mother's You can tell trusted people that you need them to acknowledge
Day, holidays, or other anniversaries may carry special your baby rather than minimize the loss. Grief support,
meaning. Y ou may choose to remember quietly or create a pregnancy-loss groups, faith communities, or counseling may
personal ritual. also provide a place where your experience is understood.

A Thought to Carry With You

You did not haveto hold your baby in your armsfor your baby to already have a placein your heart. Y our
hopes, your attachment, your plans, and your love were real. Y our baby's life may have been brief, but brief does not
mean insignificant. This child is part of your story, and you are alowed to remember, grieve, and love them for aslong
asyou live.

“ It was not ssimply a pregnancy that ended. It was a baby who was loved, a future that had already begun in my heart,
and a child | will always remember.”
- Mourning Discoveries

When the Pain Feels Too Heavy

Pregnancy loss can bring intense sadness, despair, anxiety, or isolation. If you are having thoughts of dying, feel that you may
harm yourself, or do not feel safe, tell someone immediately and seek urgent support. In the United States, call or text 988, call
911, or go to the nearest emergency department. Y ou can also contact your obstetric or primary-care team for pregnancy-1oss,

postpartum, or mental-health support.

With heartfelt compassion,
Linda Findlay
Founder, Mourning Discoveries
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